SMALLPOX AXD VACCINATION
There is, unfortunately, no specific
treatment for the disease.
Among the more common complica-
tions of smallpox, inflammations of the
throat, lungs, kidneys, and joints are
encountered. Deafness, blindness,, and,
more rarely, insanity may follow an
attack of the disease. It is the skin'erup-
tion which is responsible for the scars
with which the disease brands those of
its victims who resist its full fury.
Before the days of vaccination the
disease was considered one particularly
contagious for children. Just as measles,
scarlet fever, and diphtheria have always
been essentially childhood diseases, so
smallpox reaped its greatest harvest
among those of tender years. Vacci-
nation has changed the age period at
which the incidence of the disease is
greatest. Wherever child vaccination
has been practised the disease has shifted
its attack either to those adults who
have never been vaccinated or to those
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